T2 REEMEFFR
MAURICE WM LEE SOLICITORS

Issue 41 (3/2013)

MOBILE PHONES: MODERNITY ON NEW CIVILIZATION

Since the advent of mobile phones in 1980s, mobile phones have gradually evolved from a
bare voice communication tool to an all-in-one virtual platform embedded with a number of
functions and activities, either personal or business, ranging from text communications,
video calls, social networking, dating, infotainment, internet surfing, personal affairs
organizer, business emails, payment gateway, location tracking, fashion and watch to

perhaps a defensive weapon one day.

Mobile phones also have implications on the economic side. For example, mobile phones
may become another Octopus card equipped with the facility to spend stored-value token
money for daily shopping. According to the World Bank, the rise of “app economy” will
improve global wealth proverty. Meanwhile, the abandoned used handset batteries are

becoming an environmental concern thereby incurring social costs.

It is therefore right time for us to critically consider to what extent our lives have been
“empowered” or “enslaved” by mobile phones. What if our new human civilization for the
next decades is to be dominated by mobile phones? Such proposition will give rise to

intellectual deliberations and debates. It is hoped that the discussions participated by our

Partner Mr. Maurice Lee in the recent RTHK radio program (5" March 2013) can act as the

prologue for this cultural topic and arouse your interest. Please click the hyperlink and

listen to the contents.

http://programme.rthk.org.hk/channel/radio/player popup.php?pid=3173&eid=209797&d=
2013-03-05&player=media&type=archive&channel=radiol
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