FEREAMETF
MAURICE WM LEE SOLICITORS

Issue 75/06

Important Legal News

With effect from 3 December 2018, the District Court (“DC”) and Small Claims

Tribunal (“SCT”) will hear court cases of higher monetary value:

® The limit of the civil jurisdiction of the DC has increased from HK$1 million to HK$3
million.

The SCT limit has gone up from HK$50,000 to HK$75,000.

The limit for land matters in the DC has increased from HK$240,000 to HK$320,000 in
terms of the annual rent or rateable value of the land.

At SCT level, parties must act in person and cannot instruct lawyers to represent them in
the hearings. At DC level, parties can instruct only solicitors (for High Court and above,
parties shall instruct additionally a barrister plus a solicitor) without a barrister in the
hearings.

It is believed that litigation costs for parties involved in court actions may substantially
go down.
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